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Editorial 


Visit to Pune 11-13 November 2000, 


Pune, nesting in the shadow ct the Western Ghass, with its 
hile andlakes ig wellknown forts birdlife and | was rslighted 


1 be invited by Prakash and Swathi Gole io spend a week- 
endithara Fyan thnighluacaxnewing a great sal, the wash 
of Pasnen Lake amazed me, Here, a8 in any arees cf our 
country. the Defonoe Sarvicsa nave played their pert in 
protecting considerabie sectons of aur natural srviranment, 
fy Keeping them our ot rounds ror men an catte, 1roUgh 
the new hightay to Mumbai barcers ane sice ofthis wears, 
itis 2 large enough ates to wiinstand tre pressure and the 
roca af taffe at nna and The ater sida ara unadad and 
ult 


lam net a gcod note-zaker (a deplorable weakriess), but the 
TishicantPashan inmy mndie yet undinnmed Bronaewnged 
and pheasant-talled jacanes, large wtisting teals, cao, 
cormorante, purple herons, musias, spul-illed Uucks, 
shovellers, cticn teal, @ very large fock of whiskerec lems 
and mary over specs daignted us, Nolewurlhy was the 
presence of a few brahminy ducks, presumably fresh from 
Aneir breeding grounds in Ladakh, 


Later, daving pest ths NDA establisnment end the 
Khadatvasla Dam. in the suroundire scrubland we sew 
mninivets, a cuckoo shike, 2 tee-pia, many drongos, anda 
‘liar Indian rolor. At tho ouige oho water thara waa a pair 
of that mest nteracting great reed warbler (which descends 
from Kastmi in winter) and Llackeanged sills (Ihe plover 
\iththe longest gs, hence ble tofeed in areas where cihers 
cannoi, arid also one of the most widely spread birds 
worldwide). Surutisnal, here as in Goa and Kihim, at about 
the sane time, Isaw hardly any mynas. Butl was glad t2 seo 
baute ¢narrai F Pune (he birse which nave algal vanichod 
‘rom Bancalare) ae also its rarer cousin the yellwthroated 
sparrew. 


2 the 12h evening wo drave to Andavan, 2 1000 fect high 
Fill where he Gole’s oottsge overlooks the Khadalvvasla and 
lie Patitet Dam. Surourdad by 2 range of nil in tne Tar 
Glance (one of wh chis Mahabalesrwa sre landscape with 
its eevations and depressions, and its tree cover, acqures a 
magical aspect at sunset, and | was anxious to ae and haar 
the Birds at euniise tho nox: morring. At § in the morni 

though: aardihe repented tiple noten ofthe 2eape nl (tas 
cops} reramedby the authors of 8... 23 re crienal soops 
{onl (Ou sunt. Pure descnpricn of re volce In Grimmett 


etal, rakes me doubt whether It was net ¢ differant bid 
‘which Thear6, 
Wei) het sun rose thers was 2 ‘east. A slackwinged kite 


furtieddovnin unctaractersticfeshion andsal on an elect 
ite above us, inviting us te have 2 goed look. We found it 
lacked the fright red cye and tha yellow lens shrm in Be 
paittings ofthis bre and cecded tcauld dea female, thous! 
tho bocks da not martion a diferent aelour scheme fort 
sexes. A family of pes-lovd walked away laisurayy into = 
garden. Large grey babblers essembied cn the road; "ed- 
Vented bultuls, loras, white-syes, whitersratiec fant 
foeichers, red-creasiéd fiycetchers, rese finches, spottes 
munis, 2 palr of gray quai (rieking ceeds wits semaring 
rapity from the grass on tho edge ofthe read, @ ‘one black 
fodelar, tila: beds, jungie wron warbler, and serne ches 
which escape my rind, 


Birds are aploasure, hut elscussing 
fionde io cqually enjoyable. In the 


wit knowledgeable 
wvening the Gales 
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invited a few nahirlists whose enthusiasm and knawied3e 
thas beyond the crcinary. The Intenalve chooratons hava 
fed tothe ciscovery of several spaciss in areas outside Me 
rarge incicates In the Bla, the 6.0.18, by SA. One suchis 
‘the stiated ounting, Butthe highlahe of the evering was te 
‘sar pertect rendering 2 the calls of several bins ay Kiran 
Purandata and same nthe thers. IF thay were 1orsoordthair 
2als, even the birds would accept them as their own. 
Birdlife international 

inthe Juiy/August 000 I¢sue | had referred tothe Project of 
Bl. regaring the pubication of Threatened Birds ofthe Wor, 
and the possibly of our raising & 25U:- (Hs, 16,DU0) nich 
would-enabla us to sparsor one page af the text Apparently 
the book hes been published and was reeased by Cueen 
Naor oF Jetdan in Amman duving the LICK Cangrass held 
there in October. Asad Aahmani has sent me a copy of tie 


Pioss Heleese iy which | jeer here, 


My suggestion now is that we offer the maney we have 
solectsc {approximately Rs. 6000/-to dale, te latest ceing 
21. M.O. of Re, G00/ (hon) Mrs. Pragati Naval) to the DSS 
forthei- Important Bird Area (I3A) programme. BNHS as you 
knows the ndan partner cf BL (ust hisis agreeable t all 
Sonore, and 2 ling n rey fom the conors woud be 
appresiaied 


Ravering to the Press Release referred to the above, here 
area low ontaate 

"us the bad newels thatthe same forose which caused many 
of fieexinations aithe past 200 years auch ae deforociation, 
habltet fiagmontation, end inrasuiosd prodntors aro ail 
virulent tedey 

The rew asseaement shows the numbe" of bird species 
throntenedlwith glena| aie neton roa deemetioaly by 75, fem 
Tit in 1996 to 1186 In 2000 = shocking 12% of all brd 
spovie. 


‘A totel 31182 epodioe ars now olausad ae avtlaal 


‘Ths country with the highest number of recorded bird 
1800 Is the USA, wih the majo 0” hese 
Iclarde, Tho whi sumped vuluro andlorg 
billsd vullzre nave... sufered extramaly rapid decing ining a 
35.4 Josull of vistas, Wa ie dou Ly pulse ing, peslivide 
Use and chenges in meat processina practoas resuting ina 
revised crieallising for Beth, having been Least Concer 
and Near Thresteneain 1984. 


the ethos behing Adlfe's Importan: Bled Area (IBA) 
progremme... 8 lentiying a newark of some 20,000 sites 
worldwide.” 


Let us play our patt in the IBA pragramna, 


Padeadead 


+ Vibhu Prakash ard Dr, Ased Riehmani have brovghtto 
the notice of craithologists sll over india tre alarming 
situation concerning aur vitro population In many narts nt 
four country, the dedine of vulures is being reportsd, a3 1s 
‘evident tom the notes appeating n the recent Issues of the 
Newsletsr, Bul, for us in Kerala, there is ro doubt left— the 
‘yuturo fas bsome virualy exit here for mare then tNo 
decades We Keraltes, car be ‘srou thet a in the case of 
racy, public health ec,, we have eet a ‘Karala Model in 
bird extinction alsa! 


Four species ot vultures are fmewin to occur in Kerals (all 
1989), 

1. Rectheaded vulture Troqas calves 

2. Longebiled vulture Gyps indicus 

&. Whiterumped vubure Gyps bengalensis 

4. Cgystian vurure Neopitnan perenaptoras 


Apart frem thete, there isa single record of the Cinerecus 
‘yuiture Aegypius moractus, probably streggber.(Sreslurar. 
1981, INe status of the four speces as we can tind trom 
published Iteratura is summarised in Tabla 1. This cove's a 
period of atout $ decedes, fom 1908 to 1902. It's warth 
mentoring that the status according to Ali (1962) end 


Vultures in Kerala 


©. SASHIKUMAR 
©, Subhash Nagar, Kannur 870 902, Kerala 


Neolakantan (1959) refers tothe same peried - the 1990's 
and 1840's; the potiod during won the field work for the 
rognestie werk was dare. tia eveont ror tho tab that ho 
vyutures have becorre {nereasinaly rare curing 8 century. 
‘The revised exiticn of Neclakentan 1959) was published in 
4996 and in thie worthahas menfonedithatal the ssecios of 
‘vutures have baneme extremely rare, Robertson andJackcon 
(1992) was mainiy based upon the fisid work of Michae! 
slacken during the petlor of 1938-72 In and around the 
Periyar Wildife Sanctuary (777 sq.km), supclemented and 
ljeduizd by the fiok! observations of Andiew Robertson 
between 1988 and 1992, They say that, the occasional 
sightings of vuturas that trey rezorl of, could be individuals 
‘wandering Inte the sanesuery from the arfairing Taminada 
plains. This werk mentions of an instance in February 193% 
wien ‘sven a dead elechantfalled to attract any’ (vultures), 

later Pains, win hart wntcet ot tha Paviyar WWI S for & yrara 
“em 1860~'964 js also of this opinion, During his stucy at 
Periyal, Jafer hadsezn more than 10 elephant carcasses, an 
average of 4 Dhle or Tiger kis per month; nono had any 
‘vultures eding on them. Allnis sightings o! the whiterumped 
Uulture wore an the eastern sina af the Westam Ghate, 
belonging to Tamihadu, Within the sanctuary, he had 
observed an occasional redheaded vuturs, (Pres. Cum.) 
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Top gh anne eeioe Rim Seas 
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enene aa sexing 
Goes Oeneee, Comes maw, stn, fem demsgy 
leescnsans Commies Convery am ‘esl fa Sond 


In the 1920's, chestlles cf na birds of most of the Wikia 
Sarctuaties cf Kerala were compiled eth by indivicuals or 
rnipenthirantshars:tna siqting td uhitesrimrac tires 
at Wyrad WLS isthe only zezere worth mentioning. (Wynad 
Divs Survey Never 1990}. Jafer Palos sbeerved @ Gaur 
carcass being eaten by 29 white-rumped and 7 long-tilled 
vultures at Begur in the Wyned WLS. Inecentally, this 


sangunry is contiguous with the Mudumale} ans Bandiour 
WL8s of Tamiinadu and Kamatake respectively. The 
Parasenikkadavs Shake Pare near Kannur, had a captive, 


‘mature waiie-umpes which was collectec in a neictbouring 
plave, In Jue 1989, ihe Paik got ar eloctocuted wlte- 
sunrped from Azikode, 10 km north of Kennur. Recenty, there 
‘wae report ol Ire white-rumped vulure nesting at Inolpaty, 
Wynad Dt 


During my childhood days (1960's) in my vilage Patianur, 

Karnur (Cannanore) Dt. Now Kersia, | semember seeing 

vyuluros til the lata 80's, Leopards were stl arcund, though 

thote vas no forest let in ts Vilage, and they used to it 
domesic calle and dogs. The missing caltls ware usually 

Sound’ by thevillagers es hatfsaten carcasses, afer watching 

ihe suaring yubuiee swogy Gani. Aluiy will Ile kop, 

vultures also disappeared. Recently, | met an sidery 
gentlomian thore, who tald me about a large rcost of vuhres 
that he saw several years back on a ‘all Alston scholars 

‘tee of a nearby village, During oircvateringin 179, the only 

rg of valturo [had ny vilago wae tatof an Egyptian 
in averhead Tigi cr 20th October 1988. 

. Though hard deca such as recat ccunt, nest count ets are 
Inching the alsappearance of walturs rom he sides af Kerala 
is a foregone conclusion, What could have happened te the 
vultures of Kerala ? Provat'y a combination of several tactors 
tather han a single one mus have caused their papulation 
dedine and locel extinction. | feel that the falowing factors 
rust have contributed greatly towarse this 
4. Habitat changoe 
The landscape of Kerala has undergone radical changes 
during fe lastive desadessince hdiv’sindepercence. Forest 
sovartror 44.07% ofthe taal gasgraphina aroain 1905 wes 
reduved lo 17.08% in 1972. During 8to 10 years from 1985 to 
1975, Ne annul rele of depletion was 246.32 sy hieyaur, 
ie,,sbautone percent af the tae! geogrsphicel ares. A study 


‘conducted by the Nalloral Remote Sensing Agensy (NESAI 
showed that 1235 sq.km. of forest In Kerala has been 
defevestediwithin a period ofless than 10years trom 1972-75 
lw 1900-02, (Mair 1991). Lanchuse patter also cranges — 
addy folds and cther wetlands were converted tc plantation 
‘of cesh oro9s, homesteads ete, mone-ouftural plantations ke 
ruhhar sovareel mara area and huindras af idlrgs — ath 
comercial and domestic, came up. The extent of land 
oldings also decreased and got fragmented as agriculture) 
land ceting was imposed after the enactment of the Kerala 
Land Refoma Act 1877 


2 vesteies 


With the 'gtoen revslatien’ ofthe 1960's orsare-chlotine ane 
other chemical pesticides came into regular uss, and 
Inaisoriminate use of pestlctes conmues in greaver query 
filth day. The efect ofthese chemicaison raptorshas been 
well documented all over the world, (Newton 1978). 

'3 Charges in Livestock Managementand Soclo- 
filters) Attitudes 

In Kerala, as elsevherein nurl India, dead cartle must have 
provided the single largest food sourze for the vultures, 
Fistorians havs commented wth eurefies’on the lew aumher 
of Ivesiack in Kerala in the 18th oentury. Topography othe 
sree with dense forest cover fll of prevators ihe Tiger and 
Panter aid ebsenos of suitable vesture might have-been 
tho reaconforthis, Another was the social taboo, which forbid 
tha lower cartons fram raising rows ane eanciining mile 
products (Bucharan 1807, Ward and Connor 1229, Logan 
1897). The naib Uivallls eudoa by Ure ielurcnm gives 
in Tabic IL It is evident that the number of livostec has 
Increased almost sevenfold sinca ne frst quarter of the 19th 
renhiny [nest mean that tnere ig aeaaacinmal ames i 
the food avalabity for vuturas ? This is whare two omer 
factors consening the changes inthe Kerar society worme to 
the fra, 
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i] Inctease in the Population Density and Awareness of 
Social Hysione 

‘The populstion density cf Kerala has increased from 134.7/ 
‘qileTrevancors) and 163.8199,mils (Coonin)in 1820 (Ward 
2B Conte) ta 27BIaq mie lo TARA (Lagan TART) ant rw! to 
74915akm in 1981 ‘Population Statistics, 1987 Cersus). A 
wopalalon desiiiy ul Wie Vier tion and Une poculen layout 
of Kerala vilagas, where the Pcusesare well dstrbuted and 
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fot in dusters de net allow open disposal of carcassesin the 
first pits, The amareiest uf ousial \yylews alisi 
independence made people do away with this practice 
altogether This definitly ected the food avalibiity of the 
vulturee 


1) Change in Food Habits and Social Taboos: 
‘A.combination of severe! secio-cultural uphsavels since the 
laie 1es0's aid O08 vlisiye die wun vullovk of the 
average Keralite in the lati hall of the 20th century. Cow 
slaughter was legalised by the stale goverriment and @ 
considerable number cf people belonuna to certain 
communities, for whom beet gating is taboo, started 
consuming tile as a cheap source of prctein. The sitsaton 
rewinKeralais tatthe caile hers nover have. natvcal death 
Thaugl Up clossbiud eae UT Wuday ate pus W valiuus 
iscasos unike the ccuntry cattle (another endangered 
species!), once dlagrosed incurable, they end up at the 
butchar’ The catia o the bordar disticts of Kematak end 
Tamilnadu wher® cow slaughter is Darnad, are also brought 
{2 Karas for musi, In atiot wardo, we Koraites ae censumng 
all the food that vie vutures chou have 

Interbetingly, decline in the population of scavengers lke ho 
Haak lete anh nel yor con absawad in nce part of thooteto. 
But there ia cause ‘or alarm — Dr. B, Steckumar reporis that 
‘me black rom re Netayarn rte 3 


“The factors | have listed above re just essunptions hased 
21 reasoning, A thovough investigation en this class case of 
Ipcal entinction is necessary bafore thesame fate happens to 
yetanather tind species. 
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Occurrence of Asian Brown Flycatcher (Musicapa dauurica) 


2 tetJanuicry 2000 A.D, | wont to Sagardigh (26! OF N 
5.58" 0 E)for"Milenrium Birwerching™. While watcring 
bros there atarcund deans. | sawa spamrow-sizesterowrish 
bite very much restessly foreaing for insects. ofr shivering 
is alls plumage celeur was recorded asoveral upperparts 
brown's, uppur tal ase brown, Under wate fon Uva We 
vent whitish brawn; throat & undertal coverts more whtish; a 
distinct white cing around ts ayas. lis vocaization was 
someting fhe "iitte?, very sharp. Attar obaorsing the bird 
for more then 20 minutes through 10 x 50 binocular at a 
distance of 15 m. | idenified tha species as an adult Asian 
brown fyeatsher (Mssieapa davusinz in the fel (Grimmett 
at al, $98), 
After consulting he references I found! trattheknown breeding 
fanges of ASeN brows fez! Inks waists of ase 
district areas : The Eastem himalayas, te Virdhya ranges 


in the Gangetic Flood Plains of West Bengal 


|ARUNAYAN SHARMA 
N.S. Road, infront of .O-P., Maida 732 101, West Bengal 


fond the aouthem pars af the Weatern ghasa (Ali & Piploy 
1972} extanding Upto he Gi-iorestin Gujarat (Mundeur 1990), 
In wiatorit spreads through most ol the Peninsula but nly 
inthe Grats ofne Soumem Pennsuia ang reoo'ded from 
11500 mbslow in the Westerr ghats [Ali & Pipley 1972, Pipley 
4132, Grimmett. a. 1998). In the Eastern parks of Indiaits 
rozardod ae apsaranty vory coarse in Manipur by Hume, in 
the Cachar Hil by Baker and in tte Garo hills by Godwin. 
AUSIe"; alS0 recofded 1Tom all DENS of the wengadesn oy 
Rashid (l& Rley 1972) and estimatedas scarce nessaae 
migrant in Banglacesh (Grimmett st a, 998), 

“The ‘Sagardghi isa manmade Fish culivatien oante cf Wes! 
RRongal Fishary Neparment,sitistee in tha Maia sitet 
West Bengal. itis in recianuler shape having an area cf c 
1.30 syn. surrouided by xgvvulural bade 5 Mange 
(Mangifera indea) orchards and e.7 km. from Melds Town 
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(Engien Bazan, The Walon diaries shuatea nde Inco 
Ganaeie flood clains, altiude varies fom (22-40]m ASL. 
‘Theneighbouring Coury, the Bangladesh is also stuatedir 
the eamno oes plains, (@angee - Brahmasuta). The Males 
lstrct is a borcor disrct of India i the Indo-Bangledesh 
oroer. 


ins Asians Liven Gycarsner (Muscicapa davai) i sald to 
tbe common inthe Banglacesh, Shing ofthis spacias at this, 
low alftude leve as well as In tie Gangetic focd plains Is 
ratewarthy. Or it eild be the its wintering ranges extended 
Uupte the Gangetic ocd plains of West Bengal. 
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A Summer Survey of Wetlands and Waierbirds near Madras 


\V. SANTHARAM 


Fichi Valley Educeton Centre Fishi Valley P.O.517 352, Chittoor Dist, AP 


Wittig itgtes are cane tog out counting i in ne 
wetlands i1 ninter, very few of sare inclined to leave 
the chalo of eur rocfs in the eummer rardheta eae how well 
cur wate-b'rds thrive inthe pinch pe-ioc when water is scarce 
nd the Eun is hol and blaziig, Like many oes | too was 
‘complacent and rather rluctant ta move aut of my house urtl 
Irpceived an assigament from the ENVIS Canto, BNA to 
Lundertleag sunssy of te keahwoterwetlanda ef he erawlle 
CChingleput istrict (now Kanchipuram snd Tinwvallur distrcts) 
in the summer ol 1997. The liskwork Wes epread over the 
menthe June ta August 


Needless 0 sey it was hot but not as bad as | imagined it 
‘would be. The avaliabity ofa car added to the mobiliy and | 
wae abie to cover 2 toil of “70 wellands spread overthe 13, 
taluks. This survey erabled me to visit various pets of the 
lsat nad eve beer lu etore ai ia tana 
thowatersodiesot eftcal mportance te our native waterbirds. 
Iwas able te work out a detaled Tinerary using tne Taluke 
mane abtalnad ‘rom the Stata Govarment Otfine.| covered 
tha medium-sized ane larger tanks usually but same of the 
amllor ance aleo wore leaked at whenever possible, Petals 
of fe aurvey fe given in Buceros (ENVIS Newslete:) Vol. 
No. 194). 


Waterbadias host 
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Of the 110 weterbodies surveyed, only 18 had some amount 
si water. Others were dry 2° drying up. OF theo, oni eight 
tenks had waterbird populations in excess of 500 Individuals 
(See Table 1) ranging trom 7-22 species. The maximum 
number of birds wars saen at the Poondi Reservoir (120004) 
whereas the maximum species diversity was roteed at 
Madurantekars (22 species) 

Tro survey yielded 2 total oF 29 epecies of uaterbice (Table 
2) and en addtional 69 species of lac bis (See Aopendix. 
Lille egret and pand heron were the most frequently 
‘encountered species, saan in34.and 20 watlands respacticaly 
whereas coo's |5030+) and cormorants (ca. 4000) were 
numerically the most abundant epscies. Atleast “4 species of 
long dietance m grants were notized during te euney. These 
‘clin ener be ods staying Though the summer or elds Tat 
have arrived earlier (common sandpiper anc some other 
waders are know to arrive by July/August in Madras). The 
pieeence of Sf grantor flaming> at Nadurantalam tank on 
2i6t August wasa tig sums, 


Table? 
List of waterbitds seen and freqency of sighting 
Tite art ae | Pandheren @ 
Litiegrene orcatehioe 21 | Recwattes epuing 13, 
Lis cornerinr ts | ceeynemn 1% 
Opens sor 40} Ul. oomerante 0 
SIathwiged ef B+ | Soot 7 
5 | Whiskered tam 5 
4 | Wiebreastedwaternen 4 
Spottedillod peloan 4 | Spotl duck 4 
Indian stag 4 | Meciar egret 4 
Cate oeret 2 | Lvennged plover a 
Painted tare 3 | Whisibe 3 
Indian memes 2 | Dene 2 
Garyanoy 2+ | Backed goat 2 
Purplarooten 2 | Preasarvisiedjacans 2 
Spoontit 2. | ullbtesten 2 
Common sendriner 2 | Spotted sarchiner oe 
Geenerark 2: | Geen sancniper $* 
Nohtheron 4 | Greate tarince i 
Marsh sancbiper(?) 1" | Glossy bs 1" 
Ulten 4 | Eyreten. 1 
(Winter vitor 


Dabchicks which are sedom seen inlarge concentraions were 
noticed in large numbers of upto $09 bird in covoral 
waterbedies, Silay soets were soon In aia thras tanks 
‘numbers exesecing Uo; cerroranis InTOUr ranks (AWW and 
above); cotton teal - 500+ at Thenner: spotbil duck in three 
teniks (100-120 birds) and grey heron 1508 270 al wo tanks. 
The cpottedbilod or roy pelioan wes arooirtorad af four 
tenks - Kelllpatty (6); Madurantakam (1); Pond) (é) and 
sstutavoor (band ine dane wes sean al Sonaavest (5) 
and Vedaninanaal (3 

Based on the numbers and species thoy support, ail ight 
tanks lstedin abe ‘are ofimporance or sustaining waterird 
propia inthe harsh sitrmer marth, nthe sky arae, 
The otter watertoties could also sunpert better wetesird 


populations in summer If only they are bettar malnterned. it 
waa found that sovers! of the waterbediee were greatly 
neglected and had sited up heavily. The bunds were net 
maintained property in othereand many faved ruttole treats 
ip the formof ancrozchment. woad nfestation. nollution. brick 
king otz. Tho free avalabiityofelactrety and subsidies/ioan 
fasilties offered by gavemment schemes have led {2 
Prolferstion ofthe bare-well sysiam ofinigationand agencies 
responsible for he maintenanceof hese anciort waterbodios 
have neglected them as they are na longer usad by the 
fermers. Thisis avery dangerous trend. The over-exploitation 
of giound water vithoute iy yao ji vel eye aru the 
this unsustainabie for s lng petoc. 


| am grateful to tha ENVIS Centre, BNHS enc to 
Nf... Daniel, Honorary Seeretary, ENHS orguing me tha 
‘opportunity to conduct his survey and ir his encourage, 


Appendix 
‘A cempiete list of birds seen during the survey (June-August 
1997 
4) Litls yrs or davcick; 2 Grey or epotebiled potear3) Lila 
aniwtai #5) dla te 1 arched 87 Gey 
Peron; 7) Purplahetor:8] Pond heron or padey bd 9) Cae ogre: 
19) Largo egret 11) Modan sure; 12) Lite egret 13} Nate heron: 
14) Onentil stork, 15) Painted stork 18) White ibs: 17) Glossy bs 
18) Spoonbill, $9} eater fanirgo, 26) Lesser wirstline tea 
51) Rarganay! 99) Spill erie 22 Cation ‘eat 54) Rlacsvinges 
te; 25) Paint kta 26) Breainy file 27) Ska: 28) Whte-syed 
usmard:20) Gentes hve once (7, 00] Ohor tend eagle: o4} Grey 
arttego: 32) Suctatt qual 6p: 23) Whitsbreasted witemen 
4) indian mcocher: 38) Purple moarnen; 36) Gorrmen coor 
27) Phossart-taled jecara: 38) Red-watted opning: 39) Yeon 
watted ‘aswing; #0) Litlornged plover 41) Sackraied goa: 
42) Marsh survives (7): 43) Greenshank: 44) Green sandoloa 
45) Wood or spotted sandsiper, 46) Common eandplper 
47) Blackwinged sit: 48) Whiskered tern: 42) Gull lem 
50) Ring dove; 51) Spotted dove; £2) Li brow dave, 83) Ruse 
sed parabeet Gt Pet etevc hoy 09) Gorn hears 
5} Incian ket 57} Smal greerailed maliona: 2) Crowpheasan’ 
3} Leletenseopsont St) poten ole £1) Nigrjarsa. 62) HOUSE 
suit: 63) Palm swft, 62) Pied kngtsher, 65) Smal blue Krish 
£6) Whitebreasted king‘isher, 8/) Small green vec-eaces 
68) blustelis: bee-eater 69) Invian roller; 70) Hoovoe 
71) Sodetbacked woedpacksr, 72) Rufcuewingsd tushiark 
73) Blacdnatiod Fnchire 74) Sonal eis: 95) Commron swale 
78) Reeranped swalon; 77) Soden ofols, 78) Black aronae 
73) Aahy svallawane; D0) Drahminy mse; 04) Caremon sy 
82) Treapie; 8u) Cammon wood-shnike; 85) Common ore 
9) Neaveriea leu ve) wntecroweaaubUr ¢) Gemrvon bane 
88) Whleheadsd naboler, 80) Large gray bebole, 90) Asty wrer- 
vatier,9}) Junge wren watblar 2) Tallin $3) Streaked ten 
vatier 34) Pian wrer-varbier: 95) Magbi rie: 88) Incian rani: 
7) Plea buch:hat, 58) Pacdyfelé pio 89) Large pied wagial 
100) Purple eunbreit0*) Purplewumped cantind 10a) Loton's 
suntire) 106} Yelow-nrested sparow, 104) Baya weaver bir 
195) Dlecbeaded une, 100) Yiiitevached snuie 
107) Whtetwoatet munia; 105) Spotted ania 
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ile | was enjoying my cally walkin the frie moming of 
16th Apri, 2000, my attention wes caught by a peir cf 
commen groy hornbill (Ne indian grey hombill Ozyosras 
biresirs) which were busy nspecinga holeof about inches 
in ciamreter. The hoe was about 12%. above the ground in 
‘he trunk of an Airican Tulp Tree (Sasthodea cemoanuiata) 
situated inside te campus of National Bolanical Garson, 
Lurknew On tha sama tem high up 2 neste sf pied ryna 
were aso present, 
(0n.1Bt And - (Fig. 1) Hele was found closed excont far a 
\erical sit which was just wide sneugh te admit tn3 bsah 
Female hombill ssen moving being tis st 
Sth May - Beek ofthe homnbill was seen coring our ol the sie 
and then qning hack into ft two feathers were sean expelled 
‘hrough the sil, ii sesined as if she vas cleaning thenest, 
‘hJune -Cozk hombill seen feeding her iraids the nest He 
fad her 3 figs of Banyan (Ficus berghafansk) sl ane ime 
by raguigialion, Figs wore deposited In hs cop, he made 
<ffor to bring one figto neta ofthe beak and linen he gave t 
ta his partner inside the nest; tne same act was repealod'3-4 
ames. 
$2thJune - (Tig. 2) Verte elifound puanally token but only 
‘ene parentseen feeding the fami, Tecay asthe cock hori 
came close tothenestleebie voices (chae-chee| atthe young 
nes heard, 


‘ith June - (Fig. 3) Broken sit fourd repaired, 
22nvi June - (Fig. 4| Sit found enlarged. Her continement 


fended on this dey. 
{2zth June - (Fig. 5) Slit found repaired, but only ene pevent 
s20n faoding ‘ne nestings. 

‘0th Juy - (Fig. 8) Wall found totally broken, nofiing seen 
Insida the nee, no trace of farly in the vieinty. 


Nesting of Common Grey Hornbill 


Di AK. RASTORI 
Prediatician, 385, Old Haidergan) Lucknew 226 003 


® ® ® 


Fig Fig.2 
Fig. Fig. 5 Fig. 
‘Summary: 


1), Wallto cover the opening of the hele was completed th 
just 3 cays 

2) Partal damage to the wall on 1th June might ie due tn 
‘som predatory animal 

8) Young anae' voices wereheard month end 25 days alter 
the completion of the wall 

4), Nother eft the nest when the nestings were 14 days cle, 
Har confinement paricd was 2 months and ¢ day 

'5) 27 days taken by the nestings to be mature enough to 
Teave tha net 

©) Cock heimtill was seen at the nest only while feeding his 
partter. He was naver seen siting lalsurely in the vicinity 
‘ofthe nest, Exeapion 16th Apri, Bath aarants were nar 
seer togativer al the nest. This hehaveur posed cifically 
Inincating tha nest 

7) Complere nesting actvity took 2 marths and 2¢ dys, 


References: 

‘Gens, Lougtes; A Bra eatendalorNesham Irdla 1216, W. Thacke 
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How Birds make use of Nature’s Medicine Chest 


wish 1 share with reacers of NLBW some surprsing tects 

iconisined in an amide by Bryant Furlew published F New 
‘Scientist deted 22 Januaty 2000. It is tte “lls all known 
‘perms and starte win the question + “Why do eo many bits 
‘glocm themselves with ants or seek aut special greenery £0 
line heirnests ? They are just fllowing a heathy and hyglenic 
‘outine”. Also this aricls makes me ‘eel that there is mush 
Scope for bifawatchare to study minutely how birds seak 
remedies forthe many probiems that badavil their cay-to-day 
‘survival 


5. RANGASIAM 


Hiehi Valey Educction Gente (KF), Rishi Valley S17 852, AP. 


Bryant Furtew's imerest in how birds cortatt ecto parastle 
invaders has helped raveel how biris combatshem by taaping 
neture's medicine chest. Many species f.rrigato thalr nests 
with slarta to booat the heath of their alfeviny ain pila 
‘sir survival, And bircs commonly groom thet feathers with 
‘ails so tay can henefe rom ie insect’ antibote eeoretons, 
‘Su: perhaps the most bizarre tharspy of all Belonas the 
Owis that nest with a ive snaxe to keep pargeiles in creck, 
Neary a ith of all sorccch ow nes's hava a resident lind 
‘snake that rermally ives underground. Fred Gehleack and 
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Robot Baldridge from Gayler Universty h Tevas, fauna that 
‘these marooned snakes hich survive on a diet of arbitopod 
larvae mate Ife easier ‘or dwol kes “Coul this be why parent 
‘ve ringthe enakes to their nest unherined ? Nobodys sure. 
Eur chicks reared in neste containing snakes do grow taster 
‘ndiare much mars likely to survive than these grooming up 
‘without sre inthe family’, An avian tick wert emulating 
fay the aciantis. Whathor ‘ho bird madiaal knowledos is 
leamed orinnate, we coud <i snot from it, says Furiow. 


“Binds ara ying petiishes, tering with microbes inside and 
cut says Dale Cayton, a paresite ecologic fromthe University 
fof Utah. [thes long Beer krawn that some birds add fresh 
‘green folage to their ness. Une (cea ie that greenery Nelps 
eep te neste very hurrid; anotnor is that it shades crick 
fort dract sunlight 


Buttoth the theorias can be countered, Peter Wimbexyor rom 
the University of Puget Scund in Washingto” states thatthe 
uricty theory ie vali, why should nasts of such icds have 
green faliage in rain ferorte and maritme climats ? He also 
foints out thet you'ind ctooncry in shady nests beneath the 
forest canopy and In spherical nests, where chicks are 
protseted from the sun. 


Indeed, over the years it has become clear fat birds nesting 
In wellshaded, high-Furiaaly ise caulios or covered nests 
tse green foliage mote eften than open-cup nesters. South 
‘Ametioan mank parakeets, for example. are rain forest birds 
‘hatopondallyaarin massive calonies ceembling ramshack'e 
apartment blocks. Each nest is covered andthey are stacked 
‘one upon another, sometimes |S sioreys tall. Merk purakeut 
bring green leaves to thar nests from the surrounding forest 
but only during he breeting seasen. 


ack in tha mi-198us Wimberger noticed hat bids of prey 
also use greerery al very saacifc times. They reguatly 
replenish the sprige in thelr nests while thsir nests are 
hnoubating and ehonly atterhstohing. He realsed thet offepring 
Would ba mast vulnerable to parasites at this time and 
Wondered wfielies parents night be taking advareage of the 
Volatile, defensive chemicals that somo plantshave evelved 
to combat local infectons and evade herbivores. It was the 
frst hint tial graenery might be there t kill he binds own 
Darasilss. Wimborgor feascredihet if his macicaticn idea was 
bores, the birds moat vulnerable :o paras would ales bo 
most kel 1 re3671tohetbal romodies, Some birds like thos 
esting i veo caviles made by other anina's must reuse 
neds trom 8 provous year. Ocher birds, Ike many raptors, 
Simply choose to use the samo nes! again and again. Tho 
riek of infestation from parasites that can kil wnole broods & 
‘much higher in hese nests and so thase birds would need to 
tsvolve rove wophisicaled ways fe ight diseass tranthe one: 
buliing prisine nests from scratch cach season. 
‘Wimbarger cusiod 48 speciesof Noth Amarican and South 
Amertanbids of pay, Whathefounicunirmed issuspion. 
[Nearly 80 per cert of nest reusers, inciuting bald eagles, 
northern geshawic ard common buzzards, friad tesh green 
‘2 Pair nests, Of those bled that ne new rasls each year 
Such as the viny ow! and dark charting goshawk, barely 40 
par cant use grsen loaves. 


“Bre Wimbargara graind-breakng study. other research has 
‘confirmed the link between foliage use and nest reuse in 
‘conghiede. Sut thisie fer herbal umigaton, the leaves Eraugh 
te tho nest oughi to be rich in volatle compounds that harm 
[pavaoites. And this is fia researchers are fring, In Inia, 
for exaimpla, house cparrows nest frroughaut the breeding 
‘season with neem leaves, which ponlan stostero, which is 3 
natal insact repellent and also disruvis exr-lavig in tks 
and other blood sucking pareeites. 


‘There are researchers who do no! agraa with this 
interpretation. lke Petar Fauth rom tne University of Marvlench 
He suspecs hat bringng eaves is pat of courtship depiay 
Howaver, he ane his team acm that they washed thelr nest 
boxes with onlotine bleach just before the experiment to 
[Prevent ectoparasit contaminaon’ Algo must be sald thal 
jist Decause greenery attracts matee It dee net maar that it 
foes nttunigate ihe nest. Femaes may cimply prefer mates 
thal protect her nasts well against parasites, pcirts out 
Enrique Bucter of the Universiy of Cordoba. Evan Helge 
Gevinnar af Max Planck Ineviite of Andechs, Germany 
‘confirmed thet starlings prefer to sdorn thei nests wilh leaves 
‘eoniaining netutel anibiotics end insectiodos though he 
balieves that greenery is a sexually selactsd omement to 
‘secure mors than ons ale olowingthe same rule as peacock 
trans. 


lEnaste arp hotbed for diseases, plumage also suffers the 
same fete. A new study by Edward Butt and Jann Iehida of 
Ohio Wesleyan Unversity shows tha! becteria can desiroy 
fault phage more quicxy than anybody suspected. In fest 
Tubes, chicken fattor inaclsterivith bscieriaromwil bec? 
featers rapidly fel to pieces. But they eid point cut that 
eaters on wild birde may not be humid onougi io eupsort 
the high levels ofhumidity they sew n test tubes, St, bactoria 
ate capable of cegracng acut plumage, making flight less 
ficient and dlstupting feethers’ capacity for insulation. 
Clayton befevesthet adultoreenhng, dust bathing and perhaps 
ve annual mouling ara evolutionary adaptaticns to the 
sunival challenges posac by microbial feather-bust 
"Dusting and sunning may playa role in microbial defence by 
making the plumage teo dry 10 support bacteria’, he 
lates, He also befoves that ‘enting may reduce baciara, 
by allowing bres to aoquire antibiote sscration trom the 
retaploural glands of ante". - sacretions which concain 
‘compounds such as eat! and beta-rysroxy fatty acid. So 
tenting may halp birds ight off infections. ‘Antirg'- raed net 
nacassarilyinvove ants. fis only # hygienic preoadurs in 
birds, Birds have been seen anfina with millipedes,irarigold 
fowers and the tobacco in cigarette butts, 
Graciles encstarinas even anoist themselves wih gardeners 
‘mot balls - meant to ‘epel caterplas from the veoetatles. 
Marigad petals contain sitcsterol ike margosa leaves used 
ty houee sparrows in India, Clayton ones watchec © gracile 
ning with paoss of adiscardad lime frut ina ety park. Lice 
luker torn doves ane keot avemigntin a dish wah a small 
Fiece of line died in large numbers; many af tese had net 
ven come inconlast wilh he lina, but appeared tobe dying. 


How birds st their medioation Is a mystery | 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


A ouORT TRIP TO DANDIPUR - 20ME UNUOUAL 
SIGHTINGS. Da. A.A. PAI, 12, Kumara Park East, 
Bangalore 560 00/ 

Gomman toal, numbering about 1000, warn aightod in 
Shatiykere, just pasl the Mysore Airport. Interestingly, ALL of 
Aen woe i uekeey will Wie ies Ure Lach B.S 
inthe mong, They were boobing up and down in the water 
Unatsturbed by tne Tatic rove, 


“Tho sacanduncommronsight was or my retum from Bendpur 
Inthesamelake, about spotbilad pelicans were swimming 
Ina tine longside one enomer. They were aipping io fsnana 
Coming up, moving soul forwards in asingls line. They were 
driving tre shforward by ewimming inane and then dipping 
their heads down o catch them. They were community sino. 
“The next interesting sight was a red watted lapwing diving 
chase away a jeckl, screaming alarm at the same tims 
because the nastwas on the ground in a field naxtto a small 
bus, The [ackal hacarived ropingto catoh the fledgings fer 
a gnank (Iiimatey, ne wns dntraried 


We wore surprced ogee aratinclan meson! oneing 
fom oe tore, In shot gt, arg ha cre eresten 9 
heb our jegp was raveling. He soomed cotermined t db 
Sonat ltr oloing Wi fo abou 200 yards, sudden 
‘lennvare that he one actualy rig fora mentor Read 
‘which sia turing onthe Jeepable rad in fant of cs. The 
‘nl won atuny gating is rial whish ential ped 
iro spool of water ang osoapedUnfortnataly, we ame a 
My ie eg 

The birds sighted during this wip ae as follows : 
‘Stats out Whe breasted kine: rong: Red watles 
ispwng. Spot ea pcan, Vive in Pais stk Purple 
‘maorhen Pariah hie: Saoted cove: Lie arebe: Grey 
perce: Pedwegla, Blusngedpalakeet Galan backed 
Stendnariew Genen mars egi fal Rewer ae 
‘Coppersmith; Grey hombill; Nigiriverditer; Magpic robin, Whit 
raed fartied tyostahoy Seal oqo Bodlirher ah 
far: itl conmoran Grey hacen, Black bi, Whe socked 
ster Brainy lite: Corton mya; Corson lea Cost 
indian rebi- Yalow wagtal Rese tnged perakees Hcopoe: 
FPencose Had vents aul vouear te minvvet: Crested 
hawk eagle, shiva: Great inden homed oni: Brew wood 
Ol Crean bee-sater, Jungle babble, lia rler, Pacey 
fod pil: alr brs Inen shag: Common spar Via 
headed babbars; Rufous backed shite, Pups rumped 
Sunbicl PayHeld wetter Cresiedverper ene 


Thave used commonly understood names of bids and have 
‘ol put thei ganeric names n brackets, | Fope tie xeener 
famithnlngiatwil arama mafarne isingthe lain nares, wien 
‘overuse in my own profession | 
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BIRD LIFE IN MID JANUARY ON A SHORT TRIP TO 
KODAGU. Da. AR. PAI 


A volery of birds were seen in a ious pong just outsige 
Pexiyapatne, There were congregetions of purple meorher, 


‘white bis, lackibis and comerant. There were justiwo Sub: 
adult brorze wingad jacana. Savaral anois and litle orate 
‘were sen fishing. Small egrets, large egreis andpaddy bide 
sere inthe periphery of te pana Thore wae 2 raft cucke 
lesser whisting teais. White breasted waterhen were busy 
foraging. We allghted fom the car and winesaed tis solecton, 
from the roadside, 

Continuing our drive we saw painted stork, brahmainy kite, 
faralah lla, black winged! fil, white neolid atric from the 
car, Walking early morting, the next cay, in = thicket cum 
coffee plantation alsa spread uver 12 wcize Uf and the 
following birds were seen, 

Yelowwaptal taller bre; purple umped sinbird;srmallgreon 
bse calor Indian tin; bey Backes afrihe, rey hermlugie 
habbler; black winged kite; little scalyoalied green 
woudpavloy, w iusbreastedkingraner, roqUe: welled a'ango, 
ttee pi; yellow chooked tr; gotdenbacked woodsecker; Bue 
wingeu paraeet red whiskered bulbul rose ged parakeet, 
range heaced qiound thrush; spotted dove: fora; green 
barbst; ceppersmih; bush lark: bush chat scarlet minivet, 
srisalterman ill mynazcomman mens, golden erelearale 
ow; spotted munia; koet red ventac buibul 
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COMMENTS OW THE NEWSLETTER, LAVKUMAR 
APACHAN, 646, Vastunrman, Ganchinagar 282 022 


“Tiss someting tions ty ad my rebpuliees lo Vol. 4 No. 
4, July-August 2000 NLEW. The Orithological Tour cf BR, 
Hs at K. Guai makes interesting reading but | havo some 
‘comments — always so easy to mace about other veooe's 
compositonsard cations ()— Thisinitalingpleces isratvar 
coniounding, hut given the long soutem namer, | suspese 
has to be acvepted, Surely the DIM. sacred grove must be 
fr, fer older than a thousand years ? i varud gu awn hile 
Prehistory. Atemple constracted may be deted, tees may be 
‘aged, putnot tre site. [ne authors language is delightully 
evocative “after a lita Bit ef inch and shospina we dreve 
towards Srinagar complex and as courtesy would demand 
wa met tha COEF Mr RIM Ray wha ite in his aco of the 
Jungio cage there and after confirming cur reservations at K. 
‘Gusti we cantnusd..." Inthe nextpara we have “65 mentors 
af northern shovalier 30 members of the Eurasan 
Hatiwigad st, 2 members of ne palmedsiork 2 members 
cf the Globally thestened spot-billed ceican "Then, surply, 
the r2bquettalled drongc's call cannet he confused wih hat 
of the Tee pe () though the former woule rim the later 
Perhaps Dr, Uttangi may Ite to reconfirm the bird “treping 
zincng falon leaves" 2 “moet ettraative” manner is inden 
2 Moiacila flava and rot Mt. cinare. | sould'nt butsmile athe 
Tugs wee yrowl ksquainiin design... Avery enleyanlearecle 
fecingy writer though the stlst In the ever comes 
‘apparent by nothing other than his thanking” the diver of the 
‘open iee0. Mr. Longa. for his careful criing en the nanw & 
{eel wide forest road, up and down the ghats”. The next time 
[find myself south withthe wintoring shoveller, wil waka i 
2 point to visit this cbvously delectable place and thank 
Dr: Utang for taking Ue hoe of wring kv ball owe | 
know how iftcut ts for ascientstwho writes colentiic papers 
‘co $0 tor popular consumption and we all must than you, 
Sir'forhavina taken the trouble, 


Newelatter fr Bireswateness 


apt, Jaldeep Chande mght recheck the dently also of the 
Tereksandoiper on Dey Il ang Finn's weaver on Day Iilnieeus 
te be rechecked (I em glad Mere Is a?t0 the name) since 
the birds willbe out of their bresding plumage and may wall 
be confused with the ather commoner and more widely 
disperses weavers of the subcontinent. 


In tasponse to Or. Arunachalam Kumar's report of he roque 
[rog Ihave a similar experience which | should have reported 
Last monsoon, a peahen nar hetched fe chicks In fen! 
large garden. There is an atractive wate’ body inhabred by 
evoral lerge frog, fon, fapahelled turtics and la vised by 
the usual assortment of birds tofish, crn, bathe and merely 
(prasuably) to denis ner reflections i the water, One 
mcrning, one ofthe pea chicks was tcundin the aws of fog 
and rescued in the niok of time, In tte ruclus, the peahen 
flew over thecompound wall anc since the carder has several 
mangeoss, svakes, venus andavian predators the Tighiess 
shinies vere captured and raised In cantly — they are nee 
lull fledged peafowl and have Joined the wild birds, Coming 
basic 0 the fregn, yeur focnaga aaughter ahoud not be 
Incignantat her Fredcie” since rogs are voracicus predators 
sand caplure astoundingly liye aniinels. If savered [roy ae 
confined in restricted space, hey wil readily swallow their 
Fellows as large as themselves Infect large rogsare a danger 
to smellnswly hatchecducklines. meothens. coc. etc. While 
a kool is bo large to lack, "=redue" must have giasped the 
Jag mistaking it for @ werm of sorts. Tha fog was merely 
responding lo basis instinct ‘o grab something thal moves: ~ 

cool could have made It let go hadi jabbed! Fedde with 
ite beak as | presume a pan heron ara cormorant would do 
but then frogs are not part ofa kos's normal experience. 
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NESTING COLONIES OF THE LITTLE CORMORANT 
(PHALACROCORAX NIGER) AND NIGHT HERON 
(NYCTICORAX NYCTICORAX) IN PUNE CITY, 
MAHARASHTRA. KIRAN FURANDARE, 62/A, "Prashant, 
Eranaawene-Gaonthen, Pure 417 004 


(On 26th September 1985, while Eirdatching in tne Kamla 
NetruPak situated in ihe heart ofthe ity, llocatad fouractve 
‘asts ofthe tle cormorants (Phalzcracorax niga. The adult 
‘cormorarts were incubating engs, The cormerants were using 
‘abandoned neain of tha black crowrad nightheren (ysioerax 
inysticorax). One of the 185 large trees in the park, one 
Panicalar Peepal (Ficus religioss) tree was selectes for 
Nesting. The nests were clustered in the top eancny of the 
Pespal trae. When measured the height from tie ground, it 
‘wae found to be about 10 meters. During the period of 
‘observations takerion 24th September | did not record any 
Inwraction beween the cormorants and night herons. 
However, on2ath September | saw wo adult comorantsfvng 
overniead, They subsequently landed on the Paapal tree. t 
‘was a's0 found that the nightherons had shifedtheir nesting 
size fo an African Mahogany (Swiatenfa mahagon) trea and 
lef tie Paspal tee for nesting Lie le outmnorets Mare 
than forty nests of tre night Rerons were counted. Nost of 
their nests were concentrated on the outstrached branches 
ofthe Mahngany Hee 


When | asked the Park Menager Mi. Arun Abhyankar he 
informed me that the common mongoose (Herpestes 
‘edad has been reguariy seen preying upon the juvenile 
‘ight harans fallen from the nests, 


Lite cormorants are commonly ound on the Mule-Mutha river 
and are regulary seen in the evening n small flocks o! about 
30 to 40 bids while retuming from thelr foraging grounds. 
‘Thay have been odserved roosting on & private istanc inthe 
Mula-Mluiha tiver near the Bund Garden area which is about 
5 km. away from the nesting sites. 

‘According te my knowledge ths ts the twst recore ofthe ile 
‘comerants anc the night herons nesingin te city 
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A REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ABOUT BARHEADED 
GEESE, PRAKASH GOLE, Ecological Sociely, 18, 
Abhinanshree Housing Sosloty, Oif. Pashen Road, 
Pune 411 008 


Birdvatchers are raqussted fo Hndly send ma information on 
the numbers, name of place (Dist. Stato also), habitat, lock 
siza, ales ofanival and departure and any cther datals thoy 
think ft cbout barheaced geese (Anser indicus) aeen duting 
this winter 
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(CHANCING BY A SNIPE Lt Gen, BALJIT SINGH, “Sekhua’. 
P.O. MoCluskie Ganj, Dist, Ranch, Bhat 839 298 


Recently fiend had wamed that il peroistos with romalring 
stetic on my feet siorktke often, | might invite varicose veins 
‘onmy calves. Buton the moming of February 25 at C815 AM, 
[wae tof wih Fle choice than eland etvok ell for fly eo 
minutes, leaning ry right shouder against a tee to steady 
the binoculars. All thie wlile the Ltd remaliwed on a palch of 
mud, ooze, water and rork altogetier measuring abcut one 
meter asus, | was left puzzling hw muoh of the favoured 
fed hore Was on that ny space or was the faad so scanty 
that the tird had to persevere ap allgently, pausing net even 
forone moment? On balance | setiea forthe former stuaton 
raise he should have switoned places whicn were in plenty. 
‘Thal ty bind wae a ioe, [es 1a ouUbl, Bul which ar 
had no Idea yet 


He would be about thity paogs frem me and my power ton 
bincculats alforded m= good visual study. although the bire 
Is listed by all books as a common winter visor to the 
suscuntinert bul I had never expected to stumbie on one 
around McCluskie Ganj (23°, 98° N 84° 57 472 MASL) 
because isnot the habflat hat | would asscciate with enipo. 
Mymoming nak had taken me pasi rain sterage cond. Over 
tho years this pand hs goroutod varied anda lot cf acquatle 
vyoyolalion. Ads Unsere stn ks eft exyused por 
bed provides rich fare'to lerestial and water bros. 

At first look this moming tere were two white breasted 
‘Wolet lei sondalsy two por tmauu. Wide Ue faves fhe 
about cheekly on waler’s edge, the latter could have been 
stztues. Thon the silence was penotraind by the call of a 
\weotll in fightand it was in the atterotic spot and identity 
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itthat] noticed fe'snipe. The exciiementover, afhavina Sean 
the first snipe here in ten years, | took paine to note such 
‘ring features which would aid in ite identiicetion, What 
Struck me as the two mos! diagnostic elements, the frst was 
the three broad, rich dark brown furrows from the mantis all 
the wey down to the rump region. These trae brown furiows 
were distinctly delineated By four, thick butttite sutpes 
creating an overall pattem effsct similar to tho fue stipad 
palm squirels! As | was fo learn, no text in any Bitd book (I 
‘ave aniy si) willl you af fla festura but evar you happen 
to see this brd next, facing directly towards you, beak ins de 
slush, head fuly lowsred and bed slanted to’ obout thirty 
degrees you will ese these furrows and never forget the eight, 
Despite the elsurelyfftyfive minutes, uninterrupted viewing, 
lam rone tre conain whathor the furrows lc ran unbroken 
past the mantle upto the crown or whether indsed there was, 
Just one dank brown furrow from the nape orto the crown, 
flanked Ly two very distinct ouf-whie stines? The reason 
that from the nape to the tip of the beak thete was constant 
movement of sith jabbing the beak into the mid, or 
‘consuming the morsels which kept ihe image inthe binoculars 
Tickoning agonizingly 


The second signiticant dagnostc fostue to specesidentily 
ame to igh when the bird oftered me a broed-ade profile, 

“There was an unmictzkablo orango-rusty eolsuation in sloar 
contrest with the cthenwise dominant brown) cn the terminal 
‘edgse of the upper tal feathers, Yet surprisingly noi ore of 
my reterence books, noteven be latest by masses hekipes 
‘and Grimet talks of however the ilustations both in "Biro 
of he Indian subcontinent’ as also in Collins Hancauide do 
justice te this detai), Leter | saw this aleo present in the 
Alystration inthe Feld guideto the Waterowl of Asia guess. 
the authors of Looks hava perfores foray mora.on bid sking 
in “colectiors" ior buidirg the! texts then fielo exoeriences, 


“The bird provided! ma epportnity te viow him ‘ram even 
concalvablaangla. Atons Instant Ithought tha vant was grey 
but there wes ro secone chance to confirm. Otherwise irom 
breast downwards to tha tip of lower tail feathers, the 
colouration was sparing snow white. The alTiost two Inch 
Jong beak towards the tip appeared fatich, acmething alin 10 
‘a s5oonbil's, The throat, the neckand the oveast looked oul, 
light chestnut whieh In eantast mata tha aya nae an 
‘enormous black spot. There were two dark brovm ser circles 
fon eltner flank of the nek as though so segments of an 
invsitle neck colle, The flanks carried light brown bars over 
white. The overllimpression ofthe plleof feshers on wings 
as ol rion browm rectangular teracas each offet by 2 
White maigins. Cn some mpulse just once the bird spr 
fully and lift up its winge revealing white underwing corer 
and saft light brown and buff white bars on the remaining 
eutface, 


Bank nome. it was through a process of picking cluss trom 
the ecllective texts and llustrations fiom books Ihave thet | 
shortisted two birds in contention; the common or Fantaled 
snipe an¢ the jack snips. Butfinally the aspect of size end the, 
absence of stipe [Turrow) on the crown tuled out the Jack 
snipe in favour ofthe commen snipe, 
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TWO UNCOMMON BIRDS RECORDED FROM DARRAH 
WILDLIFE SANCTUARY IN SOUTH EAST RAJASTHAN. 
RAKESH VYAS_ ANIL NAIR® 2nd K_G_IOSHI™, "2 B22 
Vigyan Neoar, Kota 326 605, *D.C.P (W.L.) Kota Zoo, 
Kota 324001 


Darrah Wiclife Sanctuary's one of te tet few sanctuaries of 
ths eountry. twas arelecied orest rac along the Mukancar 

hill A nuimier rf hunting ledges ware bul ay te erste 
fulets of Kota. Predominantly, itis a dry deciduous country 
With 2 profucon of Bhok ar Anogaiceue panda with onal) 
groves of old and large Ficus trees (F. religiosa, 
F, bengaionsis) neat the busting lodges aad diinkhig 
waterholes created for she wide. 


4 smnal population of ashy swallow-shrike Artarnus fussas 
wasfire rocorloe In Moy 1997 frem Darah Widife Sanctuary 
During the summer wiiife ceneus, we salva small carty 0 
Shall, durnpy, gray ealoured tires in assouiador wih Frain 
andswallows fivngjaver Jnamara Talai (Tank) andswooring 
far vingecinseets in tha ramner-of svaliows. The lacs ie BE 
Kin, from Kota oy and 8 Xm, from Darrah village. A flock of 
17 birds was repeated’y aghied throughout the month. First 
aulbor had not seen thi bird befors in any other arsa of the 
titi an¢ did not sos any until 78th Aprli2000, when party 
of 15 swallaw-shikes were seen at Saddhe Ka Mala, about ¢ 
kin.ttom Jhamara Talal inthe sancluay aiea. The birds vere 
iting huddle close toqatreron a Dhek, Qutea monagpemne 
‘teeand once ina while one or tyoindvicuale sallsd fo take 
fying insects. The conpect Haneitzok of tes Bids of Indi 
and Patistan (133) states it io be a resident bid wih rratked 
local movement in lls and hgh rainaliareas. Achy swallow 
shrke is abird of molst doeiduous forasta and is assoniation 
with coconut, date and fishtall nalm ttees has been noted 
belore, Thare are a few iroist patches in the sanctuary near 
streams and tanks whera Arjuna, Keen, Mehus (Terminale 
ering, Mitagra narvitara, Machuea incica) arepredomirant 
‘tees. Recent cublicaton on the Birds of Indian Sutcontinan’ 
(1005) has updated ies dlstcutianal records anc found & 
ba 2 lozally common but patzhily detrbuted bird with only & 
few indivicual records ‘iar Fejusttion. 


Another uncommon bird in the plaing of India fe conan 
rneslinch (Carpadacus artis), which is a bird of highs: 
sittudes hut descends to 1500 metre dovin to plains cuting 
winter. During ts autuno and saving migration, it has boon 
‘cates #7 Soul, Scuth-eest and eas Flaasinan In smal 
rumbe's. 'spends winter months in peninsular ard eastem 
Faris ol Indie including east Himalayan foothills. Common 
‘peefinch nas not been recarded fram the desert eraa af 
Rajestian (Rahr'an, 1997). smallnumber of birds (15) have 
bine rennet enter Rustord Sonchinry in 1824 hen 
4981) and in 1939 Dr. Selim All eiso sighted common 
rpsefinches: in the same ate. Rocks of upto 50 resetiilioe 
have been reported from Kenfia in Oateber Novombor anc 
February-March (Newton P.N. eral, 1266) In our noteworthy 
observation, a lege flock of about 200 individuals was socn 
=r Laxmipurn forest enoniain parativvicite senccuary Tre"e 
is a thick Bamboo grove within the chowsl premisas, which 
‘pathoured these birds: sucha fargo number, The bide ware 
sean bathing in « puddle of water and, were easy 1 idenify 
‘Onee theyretre inthe thicket tisextremely dificult observe 
thea vary (icky bide. Thay seldam cama in the epan er 3 
can the eanapy. We could best observe them during memings, 
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and evenings, when they chalier nobly and fy inlarge grous| 
fmm one thicket in ansiber The malas af ‘his spaces are 
extremely coloutul wit light to dark crimson colcur en the 
hhaad and pirk oolouration extending to rump, throat anc 
abdomen. The femelae are diaband no dforon: trom fomale 
house spautvw exzept being alitie hier ane more streaked 

In view of trait soaros sighting records and vary patshy 

Cstrauton, ithasbeen ound rlevanttoreron these sichtings, 
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BANDING OF SARUS CRANE - AN EXCITING EVENT. 
RAJEEV CHAUHAN, General Secretary, Seciety for 
Conservation of Nature, 576, Keramgan). Pujaty Colony, 
Etewah 208 (Ot 


Banding ofa sarue crane, whichis the tallst fying bid in the 
world, was & provoking event for mein our tow Eta. I 
was the lis! memorable chance for me. The banding 
programme has deen started oy the Wildifa Insitute of India 
(WI) intheirsarus crane ecoleay prefect, Having aken interest 
in omitrology | wanacdto know what is banding, how! to dai 
and why? Bands are made up of plastic, ring shaped an 
very light. These are put on leese¥y just above the knee of 
birds. Too much lonseness can ha dangerous for the birt 
because ica slip don and jan the kee, Therafore, the 
Danes are stuck with fast-ticking adhesive, Several coloured 
bands ere usedirsiferentcomisnatans tabard mate sumber 
of bitds. The colour bands ars easiy visible tom a distance. 
The bands used by WI wore provided by he International 
Crane Foundation (Wisconisn, USA). Before banding any 
birds, permission trom Chief Wife Warden cf the eonsemed 


ciate fe require. 


| wanted to have soma cractial experience in banging. in 
January 1998, I net K.S. Gopi Sundar (SAF, Wil, Dehradun) 
21 Glitha Wildife Garctuary in a Research Treining Dovrse 
‘organised by WI. Ha told ma the: Etawah has the largest 
populaton of saris oranes in india and that Wl wll establish 
afield sztion to investgale the evolugy of sarus cranes, where 
‘sanding also will be carried out. On knowing this | was very 
nappy because it was my seare te attend same banding 
programme and this was soming true. 

Wen Gopl came to Etawah, wo wont t soo the saris eranos 
Durlay titee days ofsuivey wre garden eilies ol patti 
‘ranasin agricultural fields ard wetlands cut was wondering, 
haw they could be captured? Smal tirds can be caught by 
using mist nets, sams crane Is a huge bird anc it cannot be 


‘caughtby using these rete Itwas avery difcultproblem, bu 
was solvae by accident, We followed 2 family and Gooi wae 
trying to get seme photearephs. Seemnathis, the farily moves 
sway quickly. We foloved quickly, an¢ this mace the chicks 
fun very fast, but they dig not fly. When we aaw this me felt 
that f we covered the chicks from four sides, they could be 
ctight for handing 


‘Alter two days we went to the same field alona with Saniay. 
[Daepu end Rem, cur fiends trom Elawah. According ta plan 
wa coverad the frily For four sie. Az aur circle became 
mater, they tied toescap, but could not The adults leftthe 
chicks nd few for a litle distance, trem where they startec 
‘makina ioud alarm calls. Wein 2 counleof minutes, ve caught 
both the chicks. Itwas a very exciting event for me because! 
had never caugnt sarus crano's chicks bafore, In 10-18 
rminutes, two dfferent colour bards were put on the rightleg 
Just above tre knee of tem chicks. Curing tis pertce, the 
parents of both chicks were calling continuously. As we 
Feleesed the chicks, the parents came closar and escortec 
‘he chinks tn a safer plane After this, vie planed te bane 
‘fercticke. We located anothorsoltary chick whass left wing 
was o7oken inthe middle, soit was very vay ls ale, The 
‘seme msthod was fellowet for catching asin grevious chicks, 
Due to the succass of both attempts, we were very happy. 
Filth tha third enaa, after ane hot of tying, we could not 
ever loucha famly with chicks even though the chicks cule 
net fy. This was because these two chicse wave older ane 
larger than the chicks we had caught earfe: Thay could run 
muh faster and innger. 


Nextel, we tied to catch the chicks of anew famty, butaic 
riot sueoged in the frst ttemct. Ther, taking support from 
vilagers, we tiedagain.Atter afew minutes of harc wark, we 
paticht them These choke ware apnrsvimately 75-day sc 
big in size ane dlficul 1 capture 


‘ter few days Gop, Deapu, my younger brotter Sanjeav, his 
fond Virendrs ara went to x wotlane whore a family with = 
‘one and haif mantne old chick was lving. Catching chicks In 
wetlands is diticut because chicks can hide behind reede 
and tis diffeut to run In water. Ths wetland was emal. with 
feeds and in tie niddle il was 6 leel deep. THe welland was 
linear in shape and ran alona side the road. After half an hour 
ff hard work, we caplurec thie chick. Ituae the snales: o! 


that panded chicks, 80 we were nol vary caralul. Suddenly, 
tis cick pcos at Gopis eye: fhe hed ro spel, # 


aro wile henang 
Banding the chicks wes a joyous event fr a small town like 
Etawah. In future, itil be 2 scures of new informaten for 
everyone, 
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OGSURRENGE OF ROSY PELICAN IN DECPAR DEEL 
BIRD SANCTUARY, ASSAM, BIPHUT PRASAD LAHKAR 
& WISWAII! UEKA ABTanVek Newire Gib, Ever Grser, 
Sananway Path (Suny), P.O, Balcla, Guahat 781 028 


(On Sth January 2000, when we were ona regular vist to 
Dorp! Boel Bid Gancluary we were surprised t2 see 2 lone 
pelican wrhin a arcu of greater aejutant Leptaptins dubius 
Seven jasser adjutant Lepropiios fevanteus, c+ whie-eyed 
jochard Aythya ayroca, live ruddy shelduck Tadama 
ferruginea, about S00 nortietn vintal Anes ecuta, and six 
commen gochard Ayhya fering. We observed ths oelcan 
‘hreugh our bincevlars an we elearly sav the einkish yelow 
bara skin arcund the eyes which 's charaoterisic of the 10st 
pelican. When twas cn figh! we observed is pik ags, bcs 
Primation and wosonclarige, Diack t> aficimite tawarrs 
Underiing covers. The rosy pelican is = rare bird except In 
‘soaiem Aagem, Te Coopar onl hacbson teary daclarad 
a Ramearelta oy the Gout. of inca, 
‘Weare thankulte Dr, Anwarucdin Choudhury endDr Rethin 
Reiman tnt ait eeemmantn the eater maniierrrt Wears 
also grateful to Dr. Bibha> kr. Talukdar for encouraging us, 
Reference 
1. Que, Cinghes IJ, Falter, .t, 8Dhatecheree, 
2. , 1985. The elyoy onthe papulaton Vers of eaterales <i 
Dewpar deel Wilts Sovluaty Assam, ave Vel 20.482 
Pp. ah 40. 
‘vonone, 1" «USM. ecers) “es; A Ret guide 1 ver ot 
‘Ass, Waifs Sueety Japan. Tokyo 
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WHITE-RUMPED VULTURES (GYPS BENGALENSIS) ARE 
DYING AT INDIAN BOTANICAL GARDEN. ARUNAYAN 
SHARMAN, S. Road, ln frontal T.0.P,, Maida 732 101, West 
Berga’ 

Or) 1801 Baath 2000 | wes Lo Kaine Bua al Oust oa 
partef thefield onitnologs training course of Zoological Survey 
51 Maa, ministry oF Environment & FOTesIs, Government ct 
India along with other panicpants 

The Indian Botanical Gacdan is situated at Sibpur of Houran 
stict in West Donel dis tanous fos the yieat aie ad 
hanyan tree, The headqiamars af Botanical Survey cf inci, 
latristty of Envronment & Forests Ws Iocated Wn zie garden 
premises, 


Durngthe whole day trip (0800 - 1200 hrs), led by Sri Kumar 
Challe & A.C. Basu of ZS, lnesunbe latye wars 
of dead whiterumped vultures (Gyps cengelensis| within the 
Dremises at bie garda, zountec al tagelNer 11 Geaa bots 
of VIRVs, Some of them itesh (2) and mest of tiem (7) riten 
and rot ea:en by. !Toundithe wings & feathers cf dead WAVS 
‘eattacad then nh nit the qarian I atinaet shat dad having 
arenctaven infected by ants orinsects. tthe end of the day 
I ocurred about (69 70) numbera af whts cumped vultures 
ving ct tho moment in tha garcen. 

late year 1998-1998, wren | wert there for birdwatching. | 
e0ordod vary fow dacth eases anal numbers of rancing WAV 
wera good as comcaredto the present situation. As informed 
by S1i Kusnay Ghatorjee Fs pus years they used w Kl AVS 


{e contol der populaton as @ pan ob tha managomsnt of 
Eotavicsl Gardenno’to destrey the valuable trees. The largest 
asscciavon group | recorded Was 1 


wae 
A NOTE ON HOUSE MARTINS” RINGING PROGRANIME. 
CATTLE 8 tern Close Hoveon Nevtle NAD BOW 
I hava boon etching an ging heune marin 8 ages 
roar hea youl ens Soeur Soe and tis your sot 


have caugit about 197 oF which 32 have been rettaps from 
last year S0 keeps me o2cupied 


“The BTO have pubssted two Allases: on Breeding Birds In 
Biitein; Winteing Bide of Bitan, and are now staring on 
Migrating Birds: endhave asked mete white retextfornouse 
marine | Thats fare fo you! thin hey hope fo pub sh 
ravtyeur 


My wife and | fool iat growing old Is & weartoume business 
Fae 


SONE NEWS FROM GUJARAT, LAYKUMAR KHACHAR, 
616. Vestunirman. Gardhinavas, Guisiat 382 C22 


Gujarat 0°@ of the nest birdwatching regions on Easth anc 
having produced periaps the largest iumiber ct eminent indian 
birdwatchers nas recaived censiderabie "bac cress” thanks 
tothe Nanmaca acthists andthe denotifcation ofthe Narayan 
Sarovar Sanctimy,Allthis has left many of us quite fazed Is 
Gujerat doing so badly ? Must te state be piloted tor oer 
people's envy at its progress 7 Wel, the Newsletter for 
Eirdatoners & not where controversies needto be gone into 
tne’actisinat iyara: ven todey nes some ot Me mest DIG 
‘watching venues in the subcentinent and we need to put aut 
fat cagether t9 highight this sot. losn very oreudly make & 
‘alm Feat wa alas have a large number of hechwateners anc 
this lact hes been sirongly revesied by @ group of dediceiec 
individu starting 2 ssvloter in Gugsrati ano "Vinay" 
‘The upshet is that we ate ringing everyone togetno: by 
foriy the wuilvely cael The Blrowauruls Chet Ul 
Gujarat’. 1am sure we Wil bs as spectacular as indeed are 
our bird congregations of farringos, common and darroisalle 
cranss, crab plovers-and su maiy other enecies 


Bil Selovar in San Francisco, half a planet away, can take 
hoatt treed fatLazai outsdeRakotelll has the great bid 
svedtatles of forty years aco. Wo naw could take nim anci 
‘ny othor birowatchars from America fo savarel spectacular 
birsentsing vention 


On Sunday, 9th Aryl | was annaiived by’ @ pmun oF young 
fiends in Surat by being asked to relezse.a tape of bid cals 
recorded by a Surat birdwatcher. The raving ie 
outsiandinaly clear, Present thers was a bird phoiegapiver 
{torn Porbandar who showed us outetanding brd photographs 
Ye are promised an audio-video production on the birds af 
Gujorat. | am discuseing ‘he possibilty of developing a bird 
foto on the Inemotionsl wcbsite. We have © Cujecst iat 
swanidariised bite nemes, three ilustrated pocket books (with 
# fourth wartng 7 be pnived) ave now available in Gujarat 
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‘The decade areadis acinato see Guiarat|eadingin tre arena 
of conservation. We have a strong anarenoss af what 
bisdiversity ie al about and hopalully. by alle birdwalchere 
coring together we will infuence pclicis. 
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PAINTED STORKS ABANDON COLONY AFTER 
BURSTING OF CRACKERS AT PANDAD, GUJARAT. 
Ds, 2.0. VASHISHTHA, Dist. Immunization Officer, 22 
Parchayatan, Mission oad, Nadiad, Gujarat $87 002 


Bhat region belonging to Block -Khambhat and block Matar 
in hook catiot, fa having a number af wnisr aodion with 
valling wateriovd, Famous amongst them are Kanewal and 
are). Dunng my vsits to "re area aurng Tyet-s/ nme 
rmovihs of December and Januay,  ceme across & nesting 
Clary cf painiod starks on tho vilago-side bank cf he pond 
altho ontry to village Panded. Maa thar 390 nooks mutha 
'been there. According to vlagersthiscclonr isthere for neat 
last 10 yeas, | could: visite ea In /€9. On my vison 
79-12-99 | wes shoakes not to see a single nest. Vil agers 
Say they were presen. lasl year ao cu. aller use fre 
crackers during some ceremony, they tava let the area, 


Durirg the same psvied | have seen arother eoany Ie 
than 100 nests 07 the tcackside pond in Vil. Khadochi, Block 
khambhat, near Dhuvaran butaway tom Bhal area. Thie oar 
there fs no waterin the pond and vilagers have alse cut tho 
nesting trees, Interestingly there are also no rests tis year 
What's the renson ? Have they stoppec breeding due to 
scarcity or nave chifted somewere elss 7 Pahiod sierks ao 
‘seen scattered, maximum seen 80 near a pon i Vatadara, 
‘Ave there such reports irom ov1er areas also ? 


axe 


VULTURES IN RAJAJ} HATIONAL PARK, UTTAR 
PRADESH, PRAKASH AAO, M/F india, 1728, Lou! Estate, 


‘Some interesting news for omitholoaiste i the postvultre 
dsoline era | wasn Raja on tre Sthef May 20002n¢ visting 
the Chila range, Arcund 0919 haut shi'earoving along the 
dy rverbad | came actossa congregation of wiures feeding 
fon acatte carcass (possibly a deac cette belorging to one 
ofthe Guijar setlements nearby). tta of151 vultures were 
recoided lr this epot rcludhtg ive species cf te fotal cit 
\wrieh ozour inthe Incign subcontinent. The break up ofthe 
rhurige” of vulurce at the earcass stp haclided : Long 3 
‘ture 108 with savers immajuroe, white backed allure 2 
scavenger vulture Including 2immetures, rectheaded vulire 
2,fulvous giffor 3 


The vultures were gere-aly ina healthy cendiion and ofthe 
cto Ict saw, at least 40-45 were teeding on the carcass 
‘eile Ue tel weg Ui lew claw Ly. Eater 
kr away found two scave~yer vuures and a solta'y red 
heaved vulture near a deed male spetted acer coing 
scavenced by & iacka! 


Fae 


ROSE FINCH - WEED DESTROYER OF DISPERSER ? 
Ss, 7. NAMALA' and A, RAVASEKARAN, EIA Divison, 
SACON, 'J.A College for Women, ‘Parivekulam, 
Thani 828 814 


Rose jing) (Carpodacus erythrinus), a nigratory bind hom 
Furone, Fussia anc Himalayas is reported tovist Soun India 
during November - Deembar. They feed cn seeds, fawsr 
usa, tuts and necta 


Weninserved-nse Frches, moretnan fity in aflack, at SACCN 
Camp.s during January-March 2000. These Erds were 
feeding an tno inllotorserre and sceds af pertheniim 
([Pertheniuin hystercphows L.) from dawa to disk. which 
Tonnies jor uot Pulte ail suelo ut weeds Sue | 
laniana ere reporiesl as thair food. Alfhaugh Caniara is 
avelable I cuf campus, inese renee Were not ebserves 
feeding on t Tray seemec to prefer Parvienium and 
voracious “2cdngan it, an ofste weed, rata in Wiest nd es 
and Norih Central America. Parheriu is said ‘9 cause skin 
allergy, Iation ang asthma. Paitrerium proccss chemicals, 

h nhbit ha growah afether plants, aharnmenan kee 
as allelopathy. Ferhenium is most’ wird dsperses. hairy 
toove rave Ong datarcee in tha vind Aicugl, tho plat 
corimon in human disturbed ratitats pariouleriyin thepleins, 
iis very less neideche forest. Birds suchas butuls, nynas, 
Koes and betbets are known to disperse ood: while birds 
Shen a parskeess cesroy Seces. ins conten, me role 
finches is unclear whether thay destrey or cisperse the 
paren um. 


AAR 


MUNIAS ACCEPT ABANDONED NESI OF BAYA. VEEH 
VAIBHAY MISHRA, Near The Cental Schoo!, Ram Nagar 
Gotny, Bharateur 32 097 

uv ibaridored nest of a bayesaas brought are purg on & 
botle-brish tee in myqarden. On “st Jure 2000, Iebserved 
‘hai a par of white thioated unas had oscupred 1. Ihe 
Iuntiag maze some altaretlons ingle the nest Thelona neck 
of fe baya nestvias osenec up in the midcle by fre Unies 
‘enter the nestcomfotably. Somealtaraiors insic he rest 
fnew eso mace by addirg some nosting matorlals. Three 
Srleles were ahserved ingca the nest n cis course, 


ae 


CALLS OF FROGMOUTHS. BATRACIIOSTOMUS 
MONILIGER (ELYTH). KV. ELDHOSE, Kavurigampi 
House PLB, Wn 3 Reema PCL Kerala 


As us of etudy of ragmouths at Thattokiad Bird Sanctuary, 
oral, wasafter th rociurralbireforthe last saven manthe, 
{efourdthel Jyereis deinite iter usin he eau Uline 
and Female frogeart 


Ase male meves -om the roosting place, ii makes a sound 
*Kweasyirieeil repontd at an infoval of 4 8 acoonda, A 
common scund s also heerd -"Vicee-vioee,uioes-vices”, The 
' aimecallwhen a afd of poy appuate "Rusa duly 
both male ene female birds Sexalilerentiatien Gone from the 
tall isall is earparatively rave among tne bids, Comments 
‘rom the reacers are expected, 


wae 


Feathered Friend that Helped Change the 
Face of Wildlife Conservation 


MARK COCKER 


though it sil gives me pzuse for thought, iis an increasingly eorurnon 

ight narth Natale an allwnite bird a hid the sve ofa swan, parched Ih a 
‘doa te, Then off it Sas on Bread snow-coloured wings to revaal teal as 2 isle 
‘eyte, # ype of heron thal is spread across temperate ard topical laitudes from 
‘waste Fiirapa tn ansiarn Aviatalia 


For much ofthe trie they eiard ort one tg, hunched and sentneHlie athe wato’s 
eige, Then they break cut of hs imrabiliy inte a frenzy ef acti, Lured by the 
iter cf scartering fv, *1e earets nosh throush the stallows in an almost ball! 
feeding dence, before stasbing down witha needle-fire til 

Inet presence in Lrtainistheresuitot@ resent kurogs-wide expans on net sartod 
Inthe 1850s, One egret acpulation ceuan apushnorh from Aicaalog the Spanish 
and French Ailantip caastine that culmineted Ina breeding auspos: in Brtany by 
the 1860s. Thay ware soon orasanton almost al estuary sites slona the southern 
English coast ard in 1996 te agrst was acded tothe breecing let wien & alt 
‘eared :ires young in Doreet. Today there are upto 1,000 ogrcts present cn Brtsh 
\watlancis at any one time, 


Ihney aie st stiactive adsition to the aetve avfauna. ct just for their éazzling colour bust also for thelr breeding costume, 
which is distinguisnea by alongated lany feathers on ‘he otown, bresst and back. They are extraordinary alumes, enc they 
Certainly alered the face of nmervationalwilelfe conservation, 


During the 18 and 18h custarias i berame Ihe fashion wp acdom women's hats with tase elanam powder-puf feathers. The: 
frane tiggerec a massive trace, esaedally for pumes om the heron family In India by 1914 ‘he teathars ware work 10-28 
tunes their weight in svar. 


“The caleersam ata single London austen the previous year received 12,640 ounces ef feathars, including 12,000 white orane 
wing quils, 16.000 bustard plumes, the encire shins of 1,000 o-rus, 6,90¢ teins arid almst 100,000 egret foathors 
In response to this cemnags a group of commited wemen in Manchester set up the Plume League, [his eventualy 
rmavamernhaead nla the Raya! Sacinty forthe Protection af Erde, hich new le ane ef the argos! wicl'e ron-gevorfron al 
‘ganisatians in Europe. in America 2 parafal response led lo lie Geal.on of the Audubon Saciatice, while an anempt to 
cuctdinale meseures across the wold rerulted inthe cundatan af tho internationalGeunell fer Bird Preservetion (rowB rote, 
Interiatonal), whic has member ecganisations in more than 100 countris, 

Courtesy:- Guardian Weekly, August 17-23, 2000 


INSTITUTE OF BIRD STUDIES AND NATURAL HISTORY @® 


FIGHIVALLEY 97 059, ANDIINAPRADCSII 
HOME STUDY COURSE IN ORNITHOLOGY 


ims et sromctrg Ervirrmertsl Ecioson win brs as hess Govers important araes cl avar belay, e2clany, eowsevatn 
lcs, bledely steacron,caung andar ord hs, maven present le omaholegy at. Durston six roth, 

{ede he neu scneme. he ‘ee recived 0s. 500 cr 50% fer ecneeseion s.G0)) fo scicents (1525 ees, Ne X and 

Sieve. ouesuivan, Gniar Gtzena,ncnploy parsina and wher dessning erves Ne pao ge in 

gpl tata tative for romeens ane Aypiaion frm wih Berk drat fr Re. 25! Sonurrg RISh Valley Education Canire 

(hetute of ied Susie) pajabinet Maconepalienrby Cte mmitrsnetrens ithe coupe) Add Ma. tEh terausimons es, | 


Editor : ZAFAR FUTEHALLY, Ne. 2205, Oakwood | Cover: Slackevinged stit (Himantopus himantopus) This 
Agari, Jukkasre Layoul, Korarangula, Se Black, | alinsturingals specs Iasexvalua ey ert te Orem 
fath Mein, Aangelcre - 360 084, Kemataka, india. ‘among waders, Sita frequent marshy afeas, lake shore nes, 
Printes ard Publshed berrantiybyS. dharatNaybherath | Pooleend selans. 1ney ocd areas ranging ru dy mud 2 

: baly-deep mater but mast otenthoy forage In wateraboutknse- 
put secetrg eran meneiiere Sea ce deep infen slemed fis wardenat a wetands bots and soos 
B36 4142 1506 2202, EmalnavdaratGbievsainetin | atthe inrucer and tekes to wings wih loud provesting cvs 

alerting cther denizen cf the wat 


oto: 8, sranar, AHES 
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